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Memorandum 

Re  Queen's  University 


To  the  Members  of  the  General  A»sembly  Commission. 

Your  Siib-Conimittfc  havo  npoi  .eel  ti     '">  (  >>niinissii.ii   a 
oi'Hain  fin(lin<r.  in  which  they  d.-c  hiiv  tlicy  -rt'cl.    No  oiu- 

will  (|Ucstion  that  Micy  have  --ivt'ii  1h<'  inaltfi-  tli<'ir  hcst  att.'ii- 
lion.  nor  that  they  tVIt  justifici!  in  arrivintr  at  tli.'  ('(mclnsions 
tht'y  havf  fornuiiatcd.  with  such  help  as  they  rcc.ivcd  from 
the  Connnittcc  of  the  Bonnl  of  Trustees,  with  whom  they  con- 
ferred. Hut  it  may  fau'y  he  (luestioned  whether  they  h:>d 
placed  before  them  every  consideration  re(iuirin<_'  to  l)e  taken 
into  acc(mnt  l)efore  a  satisfactory  conclusion  could  he  reiiched. 
since  tho  members  of  the  lioard  ()f  Trustees  witli  whom  tliey 
conferred  were  nil  taken  from  one  si.ii>.  Th.'V  went  into  the 
conference  with  an  open  mind,  the  Trustee-  with  a  closed 
oiu'.  an<l  the  res\dt  is  bcfor.'  us.  In  all  fairness,  the  olh.>r 
side  of  the  (pu'stion  shi.ultl  also  have  been  i»resen1ed.  In 
those  circumstances.  I  l-e'  .justilied  in  addressing-  1<t  the 
Commission,  now  that  th<"  report  of  the  sid)-eunniiiUee  is  hi 
their  hamls.  jioints  beariii<.v  on  the  case  which  may  'lot  h-iv.> 
been  weijrh.'d  by  the  Sub-Connnitt.'c.  Tlu'  proi>osed  findinir 
bein^r  before  the  members  of  the  Commission,  it  is  proiMT  that 
criticism  of  it  should  als(.  <r-  befor.'  them,  prior  to  their  mak- 
injr  I'p  their  minds. 

1.  Some  General  Considerations. 
.\  remark  was  made  at  the  last  conference  that  it  was  not 
n  Church,  but  a  rnivt  rsity  .pa'stion  that  was  mider  .■onsidera- 
tion  That  is  not  a  possibl.  view  of  the  case.  sinc<'  it  is  "de- 
nominati.mal  restrictions"  that  are  t..  be  discuss.-d.  The  very 
,.-.;istence  of  the  Commissi<m  is  a  pro«d"  that  the  matter  at 
issue  is  a  Church  as  well  as  a  Cniversity  .piestion.  The  Com- 
mis.sion  was  i.pi.ointed  "to  eonsi.h'r  all  inteicsts  invlved." 
The  Church's  inter. sts  are  not   the   l.'ast  of  those   nivolved. 
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They  are,  however,  not  antagonistic  to  those  of  the  Fnivers'ty, 
but  eoineide  with  them.  The  Clmreh  has  had  handed  down  t) 
it,  as  a  lej,'aey  and  trust,  an  institution  founded  liy  the  (Jhtireh 
jrenerations  a«;o,  jjuided  and  nursed  sinee  by  the  (Ihureh  at  no 
iitth'  saerifiee,  anil  which  has  served  the  Church  well ;  and  the 
real  question  that  concerns  the  ('unmiission,  as  repres«'ntini; 
the  Assembly,  and,  throujrh  it,  the  Corporators,  is  whether  the 
I'niversity  is  a  possession  worth  iR'iiijr  handed  on  to  the 
Church  of  the  future,  on  the  stune  condititms  as  those  hitherto 
obtainintr.  What  are  those  conditions?  The  «'harter  tells  us: 
it  is  nulividual  Presbyterians  that  are  looked  to,  not  the  or- 
ganized Church.  It  is  they  who  have  carried  it  on  and  given 
it  character.  Attempts  arc  made  to  frighten  the  C!hurch.  as 
if  in  its  organized  capacity  it  made  itself  responsible  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  institutiim  by  resolving  to  leave  things  as 
they  are.  The  Church  has  not  now,  and  never  had,  any  re- 
sponsibility for  raising  money  for  Queen's.  The  individuid 
menibers.  encouraged,  inileed,  by  the  Church,  have  voluntarily 
supplied  the  sinews  of  war. 

Much  is  made  of  the  fact  that  the  policy  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  is  for  separation.  I  have  something  to  say  alxtut 
tl'.at  later  on;  but.  dealing  in  the  meantime  in  particular  with 
the  resolution  of  the  Board  declaring  in  favor  of  seculariza- 
tion, it  is  only  right  for  the  Commission  to  be  infonned  how 
the  vote  st(K)d  on  that  point.  Out  of  37  trustees,  only  18  were 
l)resent,  and  on  the  crucial  poiiit  whether  a  Presbyterian  re- 
presentati(m  on  the  Board  .should  be  preserved,  9  voted  for 
its  continuance,  but  their  motum  was  defeated  by  the  double 
vote  of  the  Chairman,  who  has  both  a  deliberative  and  a  ca.st- 
ing  vote.  It  is  not  unfair  to  add,  as  having  a  bearing  (m  the 
ejise,  that  two  of  those  voting  for  the  resolution  thus  carried 
W(  re  not  Presbyterians.  These  facts  will  enable  the  Com- 
mission to  lay  the  proper  amount  of  stress  on  the  Board's 
action. 

A  good  deal  is  also  nuule  of  the  fac!  that  the  Principal 
a<lvo<'ates  .separation.  As  to  his  position,  every  person  recog- 
nizes that  it  is  an  embarrassing  one.  While  pre-eminently 
the  Chtirch's  representative  on  the  Board  and  stafl',  and 
finding  himself  in  oi)po.sition  to  the  preponderating  opinion 
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of  the  ministerial  tfradnatos.  yet  he  is  eontitmally  under  the 
pressure  of  coUcafrues  in  the  Senate  whom  he  esteems. 

Another  matter  that  seeme«l  to  weijrh  with  members  of  the 
LVmimission   was  the  thoujrht  that,  as  the  Trustees  are  re- 
sptmsibU"  for  finaneiufi  the  instituti«)n,  their  adviee  should  l)e 
taken  by  the  Chureh.     This  plausil)If  view  was  presented  to 
the  Assembly  at  Winnipeg.',  but  it  is  quite  niisleadin-r.     The 
Trustees,  individually,  have  never  eharjred  thems«'lves  with 
the  task  of  raisinjr  m<mey  for  t^uet-n's.     Their  fiuietiim  has 
been  to  achniuistii  the  revenue  eominjr  in(       u'ir  hands.    We 
are  told  that  the  millionaire  (Jovernors  of  .  -;(Jill  ^'o  on  in- 
eiirrinn  e.xpenditure  l)eyond  ineonu",  and  pui  their  hands  in 
their  own  ptK-kets  to  wipe  out  the  many  thousands  of  dollars 
of  annual  detieits  perpetually  reeurrinj.'.    They  do  the  Huane- 
iuK  iiuleed.  but  the  Tnistees  of  Qiu-en's  do  nothinjr  of  that 
sort,  nor  coidd  they  if  they  wished.     The  utmost  they  do  in 
the  way  of  tinanein<r  is  framinfj  reeiMumendations  and  layiii}; 
plans;  but  the  aetual  work  of  raising'  funds  has  mostly  l»'en 
dcme  by  the  Prineipals  and  other  ministerial  agents,  who  hnve 
had  aeeess  to  the  nuiin   souree  of  supply,  the  Corporatui-s, 
largely  by  nu'aus  of  the  i)ulpits  of  the  Chureh. 

As  to  the  "expansion  of  the  University,"  it  is  for  the  advo- 
eates  of  seeidarization  to  show  that  existiufj  "deuomiiKitioual 
restrietions"  have  impeded  the  development  of  the  University. 
I  submit  that  they  have  not  di)ne  so.     It  eanuot  be  said  that 
those  restrietions  have  hindered  the  CoUe^'e  from  eonunandin>,' 
competent   profe.ssors,  sinee  the  staff,  taken  as  a  whole,   is 
seeond  to  noiu'  in  the  eotuitry.    Nor  have  students  kept  away 
from  the  University  on  aeeount  of  them,  sinee  there  is  a  de- 
lifrhtful  union  (»f  H(muin  Catholies  with  Protestants  in  aver- 
rinjr  that  they  like  Queen's  all  the  better  by  reason  of  her 
eonneetioh  with  the  Chureh.  havin<r  whieli  behind  her  fjives 
her  a  status  in  the  eountry.     A-  a  matter  of  faet,  the  Uni- 
versity has  advaneod  by  leaps  and  bounds,  with  a  rapulity 
that  is  almost  embarrassing.     It  is  quite  probable  that,  up  to 
a  certain  point,  the  multiplicatiim  of  students  pays  for  itself 
i!!  the  addition  to  the  fees;  biit  when  the  increa.sed  number 
nmkes  enlarfrenumt  of  aeeouunodation  and  additions  to  the 
statf  necessary,   it   then  becomes  unprofitable.     The  present 


limitHtidiis  lijive  nitt  iin|)»'i|t'»l  t'xpnnsion,  but  «'vrii  if  they  did, 
that  would  not  hv  a  sufficient  mison  for  ri'iuoviny:  thi'iii.    The 
nut  Ik  •'tics  of  Ijin'cirs  arc  lut  lM)und.  Icjiaily  or  morally,  to 
jtrovidc  a  university      lucation  to  all  comers.     At  most  it  is 
oidy  tlic  constituency  of  the  CorpoiMtors  which  has  a  ri>.'lit 
to  demand  entrance  for  its  students.     The  instittitiou  would 
be  .iustified   in  seh'ctinu  its  stu<lents,  -rivinir  a  preference  to 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  Ct>ri)orators.    The  TrusttM's  are  not 
hound  to  provide  a  hi^'her  education  for  the  (^aiuidian  people 
jrrnerally.  from  which  the  transition  is  easy  to  the  next  matter 
to  which  I  wish  to  refer,  namely,  the  claims  Queen's  h"s  to 
public   aid     without    any    chanjre    in    her   constitution.      The 
public  do  not  demand  such  ehanf.'e.  but  the  pui        do  want  to 
be  educated  at  (Queen's,  and  then-fore  the  public,  if  tliey  must 
enjoy  the  privilejres  she  affords,  must  also  provi<le  the  im'aiis 
for  their  doiujr  so,  that   is.  secure  such  assistance  from  the 
<;overnment   of   Ontario   as  may   be   required   to  enable  the 
authorities  of  the    I'nivei-sity   to  keep   an   open   door  to  all 
cornel's. 

The   contention    is   a    reasonable   one    that    the    Provincial 
(;overiiiiient  is  likelier  to  afford  the  requisite  suppb'inentary 
aid  to  our  Collefre  than  to  take  it  over  altogether  and  make 
it  part  of  their  educational  scheme.     Thi-y  are  to  be  credited 
with  common  shrewdness,  ability  not  only  to  appreciate  the 
work  for  the  public  which  C^uei-n's  is  doinjr.  and  to  be  thankful 
tor   it,  i)ut  also  to  perceive  that   the  education  she  affords 
is  on  easy  terms  for  the   Province:  and   it   would   be  extra- 
ordinary   indeed   if   they   wished   the   policy   of   our   Collcfre 
chan-red.     Common   sense   sn-rtrests   the   conclusion   that   the 
Trovincial  (Jovernmcnt  will  Ik.'  ready  to  supplement  the  re- 
sources  (Queen's   obtains    from    other   ((uarters    rather   than 
have    to    reverse    the    aTinounced    i>olicy    of    the    Trovince — 
namely,  to  have  only  (me  I'niversity  wholly  supported  by  the 
State— and  assume  the  burden  of  the  entire  maintenance  of 
our  Collejri'.     Besides,  evidence  has  been   afforded  that  tiie 
Tnivei-sity  of  Toronto  and  the  other  institutioi.>  allied  to  it 
would  vijrorously  antaj.'(mize  any  proposal  (m  the  part  of  the 
,'»veMimeiit  to  adopt  (.Queen's  as  equally  with  Toronto  I'ni- 
versity  a  part  of  the  I'rovincial  edueatiimal  equipment   while 


tht-y  all  iHM|uiesci'  in  the  prcwiit  pulu-y  of  aidinjr  Quwn's 
indirectly  in  its  ScitiUM"  and  Mi'<lical  departments,  and  directly 
in  the  Sch«><)l  i»f  lVda).'o<;y. 

It  was  painfn!  to  nie  to  have  to  listen  ..t  the  last  conference 
to  attempts   rnatle   by   members   of   the   lioard   to   minimize 
the   valne   to   (Queen's   of    its   connection    with   the   Church, 
knowinfr  as  I  do  how  much  capital  has  iM'en  made  of  that 
c.mnection   from   the  bejriiniinu;  of  the   Tniversity's  history. 
The  dependence  of  the  I'olhre  tipon  our  peoph-  for  support 
has  Ix'en  constantly  appealed  to.  and  not   in  vain;  and  thi< 
principle  has  Im-cu  kept  prominently  before  our  constituents 
as  that  lor  which  Queen's  stands,  namely,  that  ed\icati(.n  and 
religion  are  not  to  Ik'  divorced.     Are  we  now  to  turn  nnuid 
and  as  much  as  say  that  all  these  years  we  were  hoodwinkintr 
our  people?     The  ctmtroversy  re<rardin>r  seodar  cducati(m  as 
ji^'ainst  an  edueati(m  based  m  reliyrion  is  not  yet  ended.    T' 
conclusicm   arrived   at    by   the    I'rrabyteriiin    Church   of   the 
liiited  States  ou>.'ht  to  1m'  a  warnin'r  to  the  C<mimission  not  to 
be  in  a  hurry  in  advisinj:  ti'"  Church  to  cast  from  it   tho 
I'niversity  which  it  owns,  with  all  the  pos.sibilities  of  srreat 
future  usefulness  of  which  it  jrives  promise,  but  await  devi'lop- 
ments.    It  n.  recoui)ed  in  the  traininfr  which  not  only  many  of 
its  ministers  but  also  its  s<mK  and  daufjhters  besides  are  re- 
ceivinfT  at  Queen's.     And  it   is  not  +0  be  forjrotte.i  that  the 
1    HlificiUions  now   proposed  nmy  be  within   reach  hereafter 
id  any  time,  should  facts  in  the  future  warrant  them:  whereas, 
if  we  -rive  up  our  hold  on  Queen's  now  she  passes  forever 
beyond"  the   possibility   of   l)i'injr   reinstated    in   her   present 
relations.    This  consid.-ration  will  make  the  (-onnuission  pause 
bef(»re  reeonunendinjr  the  Church  to  part  with  the  University. 

2.  Proposal*  of  the  Sub-Committee'*  Report. 

These  are  suKstantially  a  return  to  the  proijr.iome  for- 
mulated in  the  time  of  the  late  Principal  (irant.  in  circum- 
stance ((uite  dilTerent   from  those  which  at  present  obtain. 

(1)  Then,  the  Council,  the  CoUejre  Board,  and  the  Church 
seemed    of    one    mind— now    they    are    hopelessly    <livi<led. 

(2)  Then,    Dr.    (irnit    thought    that   the    Church    was    ui- 


(liffen-iit  as  to  the  fate  of  the  University,  and  that  perhaps 
there  was  a  hitenf  h«wtility  towards  it  in  the  Church— m 
short,  that  all  who  wen-  sympathetic  had  already  been  ex- 
ploited—"he  had  reached  the  end  of  his  tether."     Events 
in    lfM«   showed    that    he   had    not    accurately    gauged   the 
sentiments  of  the  Church,  the  Ass.'mbly,  backed  by  the  de- 
jibi'rate  vote  of  the  three  central  Synmls.  declaring  that  the 
Chunh  wanted  Queen 's  to  stay.     (3)  Principal  <  irant  counted 
.'onHdentlv  on  receiving  aid  for  the  0)llege  from  the  Ontario 
(iovernme'nt,  provided  the  den(»minati.mal  tic  were  severed, 
and  imparted  his  expwtations  to  the  Hoard  and  the  Church. 
After  his  death,  in  June,  *  H«,  the  policy  of  the  fSovcrnment, 
trom  which  th.-re  has  Ikhmi  no  swerving,  was  announced  to  be 
cctitralization  in  Toronto  University.     Nor  h.is  there  been  at 
Huy  time  since  Sandfield   Macdonald's  day  till  now  a  hint 
even    fn.m  the  Provincial  authorities  that,  if  Queen's  ceasi-d 
to  be  Presbyterian,  it  would  be  adopted  and  supported  by 

them.  .  ,n,v} 

And  it  musf  not  Ih'  forgotten  that  the  proposals  ot  lM).i, 
revived  in  ihe  Sub-Committee's  report,  have  already  been  re- 
jected bv  the  Church  in  favor  of  the  poll,  y  at  pres^Mit  pur- 
sued     The  Council  an<l  the  Board  of  Tru.stees,  too,  unani- 
n,..uslv  set  it  aside  in  favor  ..f  the  Church's  policy.     Tha* 
policv'  was  aga=n  challenged  at  the  As-scTubly  of  1908.  but  the 
Chun-h  reaffirms  it.      Now  a   bare  majority  of  the  Boanl 
wants  to  upset  what  the  entire  Board  resolved  on.     The  con- 
Husions  of  the  whole  Council,  the  whole  Board,  and  the  whole 
Church   from  lOO:}  i.p  to  the  opening  of  the  present  agitation, 
ou.'bt  suivlv  to  outweigh  the  conclusi.ms  of  only  a  sectmn  of 
each      Ev.TvlHulv  elsi-  should  not   in  rea.soii  b.'  expe<-te,l  to 
,.i,,nige  IPS  iiiiiid  because  some  members  of  the  Senate  suddenly 

changed  theirs.  li        r 

Carrving  (mt  the  poliey  inaugurated  in  the  As;-  Wy  oi 
P)():J  on  which  the  Church,  the  Council,  and  the  Board  of 
Trustees  agreed  up  to  1008.  at  least  three  changes  rcimr.'  to 
be  made  :n  the  pr..posals  of  the  Joint-Committee.  ^ 

1  The  first  article  rr  corporation  had  better  read:  that 
i.ll  professors,  lecturers,  graduates,  and  i)enefactors,  not 
niready  included,  lx>  added  to  the  present  body  of  corpora- 
tors." 


Th  s  would  1k>  travp|lin>r  along  th«>  lint's  (.•  ilovclopment, 
and  .ould  Ir'  st'cnriniu  "fxpansion."  whilf  avoidinu  contrat'- 
ti<>  ,  by  retaining.'  tlu*  l«'vcrap'  w»'  hav»'  witli  onr  |»n's<>nt  con- 
stitnentH.  Quwn's  ha.s  alwiivs  Wvu  lilwral  in  ifs  spirit,  and 
has  Id'on  ready  to  rweivt'  a'  ,  from  every  le>jitiiuate  ((uarter. 

2.  Kv  Tnistees.  I  think  well  of  tli«'  entire  pn)|>osals  nntil 
the  last  section  is  reached.  iM-jrinniny:  "Twelve  mend)ers." 
This  I  would  alter  to  read:  "That  the  (Jeneral  Assend)ly  he 
r»  quested  t(»  resume  the  fuiietion  assi<;ned  in  th«'  charter  of 
the  ('ollejie  to  the  suprenie  court  of  the  Chunh.  representing 
the  orijrinal  Corporators,  and  appoint  twelve  Trustees,  ftmr 
ol  them  to  1  -re  anniudly  Mily  omittinj;  the  stipulation  that 
these  twelve  shall  he  mini       ■s.'' 

This  would  meet  the  cri  .^.sm  as  to  the  al»sence  of  a  iifxun 
iM'tween  the  ('orp.-.ilors  and  the  Board  of  Trustees— woidd 
he  in  lin'«  with  the  .  -'.'nt  attitude  of  the  Church  towanls  the 
I'nivers  These  I.elve,  heiufr  in  touch  with  the  (Muirch. 

would  In'tter  secure  the  interests  of  the  Church  in  the  Collejre, 
and  would  more  intlucntially  |)n>mote  the  interests  of  the 
Collcffe  with  the  (;hurch  than  is  doiu'  by  the  twenty-six  Presby- 
terians at  present  on  the  Board,  who.  thuu-rh  of  the  Cor|)or- 
ators,  and,  so  far,  furnishin:.  a  sruarantee  as  to  the  chara;'tcr  of 
the  institution,  yet  do  not  represent  the  (Jorporators.  The 
election  of  twelve  Trustees  by  the  Church  would  further  oitviate 
any  supposed  jfroiuid  for  severinjr  the  tie  between  the  Arts 
Faculty  and  the  Paodty  of  Theolo<ry,  which  is  of  the  very 
es.sence  of  the  Cn'  ersity.  and  which,  if  broken,  would  destroy 
'.he  Theolofrical  Faculty. 

:{.  This  leads  up  to  the  third  chanf.'e  rcciuircd  in  the  pro- 
jHisals  of  the  Joint-Committee,  namely.  "That  the  Theolojrical 
Faculty  continue  in  its  present  relations  to  the  Cnivcrsity, 
oidy  providiiij.'  that  the  prip-nrius  professoi-ship  of  Divinity 
shall  be  separated  from  the  principalship." 

A  separated  theoloirical  school  at  Kinjrston  is  not  wanted  by 
the  needs  oi  the  Church,  and  would  not  be  likely  to  receive 
assistance  from  the  Church,  cither  in  the  way  of  finances  or 
students.  Besides,  th;'  proposal  seems  utterly  illofjical.  to 
keep  the  Theolojrical  department  as  a  Faculty,  and  yet  not 
have  it  jjoverned  by  the  University,  since  the  cry  could  yet  be 


raised  by  those  opposing  the  claims  of  the  institution  that  it 
is  a  sectarian  College. 

4.  I  propose,  further,  that  the  canvass  for  the  completion  of 
the  $4(K),0()()  of  endowment  be  resumed  and  completed  on  the 
Church's  bein"  reassured  as  to  the  continued  connection  of 
the  University  with  the  Church,  in  order  that  Mr.  Carnegie's 
offer  of  $100,000  may  be  taken  advantage  of;  also  that,  since 
the  question  of  pension  has  l)een  raised,  with  the  api)royal  of 
Mr.  Carnegie,  which  would  no  doubt  be  given,  his  donation  be 
set  apart  for  a  Pension  Fund,  sjilOO.OOO  being  the  amount  re- 
(|uired,  in  terms  of  the  regulations  of  the  Carnegie  fund,  to 
provide  equivalent  pen-sions  for  Queen's  profes-sors;  and  that 
the  canvass  for  the  remaining  $100,000  of  the  $500,000,  sought 
to  be  raised  in  1904,  be  suspended  for  a  time,  to  allow  the 
Church  to  recover  its  breath  and  have  its  coniiilence  in  the 
stability  of  the  University  policy  restored. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

ROBERT  CAMPBELL. 
Montreal,  April  Mtb.  1910. 


